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Session Report
 Water for Cities : Dynamic Solutions for Meeting the Urban Water Challenge

Convener : Hari Srinivas, Chief of Urban Environmetal Management Unit, UNEP International Environmental Technology Centre (IETC), Japan

Key Issues :

Dynamic solutions related to the urban water challenge revolves around three spheres – that of governance, education and technology for water. The group discussion clearly pointed out the need for interlinkages among the various multi-stakeholders covering both horizontal linkages as well as vertical linkages. The need for action at the local level – covering short-term every day decisions related to water, should be complemented at the global level by management frameworks that allow for a broad range of activities to be positioned within the framework. 

1. Actions

The actions necessary to address the urban water challenge calls for active participation and partnership among the three key stakeholders that form the core of the civil society – local governments, business and industry, and NGOs and communities. While the issue of demand and supply of water is important, its effective governance – in terms of legislation, management, transparency and accessibility of water is very critical, even in cases where privatization of urban water supply is attempted. Public private partnerships in the water sector enables the shortcomings of one stakeholder to be overcome by the strengths of others.

2. Commitments

The key driver to greater commitments in the water sector is better timely and pertinent information. Such information not facilitate better decision-making, but also help maintain transparency, accountability and efficiency of water issues. Global water agreements such as those within the Millennium Development Goals need to be intrapolated to the local level in order to meet the committed goals. Commitment to better awareness raising, assessment and action is important to be built in the context outlined above.
3. Recommendations
Water audits need to be performed on a collaborative basis to facilitate affective decision-making. This can be complemented by benchmarks and best practice database that will guide implementation and action at the local level. Assisting information sharing, on a peer-to-peer basis is particularly important, by using new communication technologies such as the Internet, particularly for comprehensive capacity building.
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