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Annex 3 - Break-out Groups from UNEP Expert Meeting on Sustainable Building and Construction

Group One

Chair – Nils Larsson

Rapporteur – Aurelio Ramirez-Zarzosa

Main themes centred on policy pressure/lobbying for change, education and targeted Agenda21. A ten point summary document was presented:

1. To ensure change: UNEP/ILO/WB pressure governments who will influence markets; work with NGOs and other groups to directly influence markets.

2. Develop an international convention on SBC

3. Agree that governments at all levels are the main drivers of change

4. Develop Agenda21 goals/strategies/priorities for each country – that are action oriented

5. Do a survey of who is doing what in R&D and standards in SBC – (iiSBE volunteered)

6. Promote knowledge of integrated design process and lean construction process through education

7. Major issue of correct balance between ecological, social, and economic forces – need cross-cutting indicators and look for commonalities

8. Building labelling can have positive effect on investor/consumer behaviour, but need education

9. Add stakeholders: insurance, investor, pension funds, banks, building societies, home builders

10. UNEP should push for Life Cycle Costing (LCC)-friendly accounting methods and look at promoting revolving funds for extra initial costs of high performance

Discussion generated included:

· The need for point 10 within the current context of separating capital and operating budgets,

· That policy pressure is something each actor around the table can apply within their own countries or spheres of influence, it is not simply the role of UNEP,

· Point 2 was seen as a way of UNEP taking action although it was not endorsed by the majority of parties involved,

· Point 5 was endorsed and Nils Larsson committed to circulating a first draft survey for comment whilst Jacqueline Aloisi de Larderel promised UNEP contribution to the survey input.

Group Two

Chair – Chrisna du Plessis

Rapporteur – David Fitzpatrick


Group two approached the breakout group proceedings by responding directly to questions posed within the Agenda, findings centred around the following topics:

Data – it is essential that it is trustworthy

Stakeholders – often those with a vested interest, need to be strengthened and supported with neutral or ‘disinterested’ stakeholders/providers of data. Suggested stakeholders included land owners, professional institutions, banks, Public/private partnerships etc)

Tools – ISO identified as the standard, the need for a good portal was stressed, validation was seen as a key issue therefore implicating the need for peer review, transfer of expertise, knowledge exchange

Indicators – Dublin core, provenance, return on investment, cost/benefit analysis

Capacity building – education and modification of curricula identified as key, professional institutions as a medium to achieve this

Funding/financing – Public Private Partnerships, microfinancing, LETS and alternative credit structures highlighted as vital

Discussion generated focussed on legislation, conventions, economic instruments/pricing mechanisms and a top down versus bottom up approach. It was mentioned that without teeth, very little gets done and that an international watchdog body is required.

Group Three

Chair – 

Rapporteur – Suzy Edwards


The final groups recommendations centred on the following six topics;

1. Policy makers: professional organisations and industry are key to exerting pressure and advocacy to influence policy

2. National Agenda 21 for sustainable construction plans – multi-stakeholders, guidelines, indicators, reporting, all of which must be internationally facilitated.

3. Educators and trainers: influence curricula – create packages of information for dissemination

4. Procurement – 

a. state governments, development agencies, professional organisations: tools

b. communities and local governments: rationalise and steer limited resources

5. Construction materials in the global market: 

a. GATS

b. global trends – mass balance

c. industry, government regulators

6. Technologies – best applicable, no dumping, opportunity for economic development, professional organisations, financiers, industry manufacturers.
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