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Draft proposal
UNEP Meeting on

Sustainable Building and Construction
Provisional Title of Meeting: 

"The Building and Construction Sector: Moving towards Sustainability"
Purpose of Meeting:

· To highlight the importance of incorporating sustainability dimensions within the building and construction sector, particularly for existing building stock.

· To develop a work plan to promote and implement sustainable building and construction practices.

· To highlight sustainability features in the lifecycle of buildings

· To discuss the use of wood as material for sustainable buildings

· To present the European Royal Energy Award as a measure of encouragement to local authorities in the region.

Need:

Buildings, infrastructure and the environment are inextricably linked. Energy, materials, water and land are all consumed in the construction and operation of buildings and infrastructure. These built structures in turn become part of our living environment, affecting our living conditions, social well being and health. It is therefore important to explore environmentally and economically sound design and development techniques in order to design buildings and infrastructure that are sustainable, healthy and affordable, and encourage innovation in buildings and infrastructure systems and designs.

The concept of sustainability in building and construction has evolved over many years. The initial focus was on how to deal with the issue of limited resources, especially energy, and on how to reduce impacts on the natural environment. Emphasis was placed on technical issues such as materials, building components, construction technologies and energy related design concepts. More recently, an appreciation of the significance of non-technical issues has grown. It is now recognised that economic and social sustainability are important, as are the cultural heritage aspects of the built environment. 

Still, sustainable construction adopts different approaches and is accorded different priorities in different countries. It is not surprising that there are widely divergent views and interpretations between countries with developed market economies and those with developing economies. Countries with mature economies are in the position of being able to devote greater attention to creating more sustainable buildings by upgrading the existing building stock through the application of new developments or the invention and use of innovative technologies for energy and material savings, while developing countries are more likely to focus on social equality and economic sustainability. 

There is a clear need to consolidate the vision and driving factors for sustainable building and construction, and map out a strategy to promote and implement sustainable practices. Multi-stakeholder partnerships working towards common and agreed goals is key to success in this initiative, and we need to find ways in which such partnerships can be fostered and developed. Showcasing existing initiatives and case studies that use sustainability principles, as demonstrated by the new GRID-Arendal premises is one way in which more attention can be placed on sustainability.

Venue: 

The offices of GRID-Arendal in Arendal, Norway and the Town Hall in Arendal

Dates: 

27 – 29 October 2003

Chairs:

Steinar Sorensen (GRID-Arendal) and Steve Halls (UNEP-IETC)

Experts/Presenters:
Cindy Harris, Centre for Alternative Energy

Guro Voss Gabrielsen: Norsk Form 

Halvor Stormon: Earth Chart

Eva Isager: GRIP 

Morten Wasstol, GRID-Arendal 

Michael Fuller-Gee, Asplan Viak, 

 … and others

Facilitator:

Steve Halls, UNEP-IETC 

Discussants:

To be determined by UNEP-IETC in consultation with GRID-Arendal

Rapportuer:

Hari Srinivas, UNEP IETC

Post – Meeting:

· Development of a Discussion Paper on Sustainable Building and Construction at the Local Authority Level: A 'Re'-Stratgy: Focus on Refurbishment and Reuse of Old Buildings
· Preparation of a training module on Sustainable Building and Construction to be included in UNEP-IETC's Urban EMS Training Resource Kit

· Inventory of Resources, online and offline, on Sustainable Building and Construction and related issues: Focus on existing building stock
· Issues related to the sustainability and selection criteria for the design of GRID-Arendal's new premises.
Suggested draft Agenda:  
	27 October
	Arrival

	18:00 ~
	Visit to GRID-Arendal, dinner and entertainment

Welcome by Husbanken, UNEP, GRID-Arendal
The future sustainable house and city – Norsk Form 

	28 October
	Day 1

	
	Chair: Hari Srinivas

	09:30 – 09:40
	Opening Remarks – UNEP-GRID, Steinar Sorensen

	09:40 – 10:00
	Welcome – Fatma, Husbanken

	10:00 – 10:20
	Meeting Expectations – UNEP-IETC, Steve Halls

	10:20 – 10:30
	Coffee break

	10:30 – 11:15
	Experience with Eco Building, Timber and Methodology for Selecting Materials – Centre for Alternative Technology

	11:20 – 11:45
	Hundreds of years with wood in Arendal – Arendal municipality

	12:00 – 15:00
	Working lunch. Excursion to eco-house and wood buildings with guides.

	
	Chair: Hari Srinivas

	15:10 – 16:00
	Wood as a lasting sustainable construction, the Scandinavian Experiences – the Norwegian Ministry of the Environment (GRIP)

	16:05 – 16:50
	

	16:50 – 17:00
	Coffee break

	17:00 – 17:45
	

	17:50 – 18:30
	Wrap-up Discussion: Implications for the Future, UNEP

	19:30 ~
	Dinner at the Town Hall with the Mayor of Arendal

	29 October
	Day 2

	
	Chair: Hari Srinivas

	08:30 – 08:45
	Welcome

	08:45 – 09:00

09:00 – 09:30

09:35 – 10:15
	Sum-up from yesterday – outline for today, Asplan Viak, Mike

Building sustainability into governmental politics, Roger Iversen, political advisor

Sustainable urban architecture – Per Monsen

	10:20 – 10:35
	Coffee Break

	10:40 – 12:25
	Case studies: 1) Oslo House: Per Monsen

	
	2) GA New building: Per Monsen

	
	3) Hisoy new eco-complex: Mike, Asplan Viak

	12:30 – 13:30
	Lunch Break (Sustainable building exhibition in town library)

	
	Chair: Hari Srinivas

	13:30 – 14:30
	Breakout sessions in three groups: - UNEP

· Codes, standards and regulations for sustainable building and construction

· Collaborations and partnerships for sustainability in the building and construction industry
· Environmentally sound technology for sustainable building and construction

	14:30 – 15:00
	Report from Breakout groups

	15:00 – 15:30
	Coffee break

	15:00 – 16:00
	Discussion: Reflections and recommendations for the future - UNEP

	16:00 – 16:30
	Presentation of the European Royal Energy Award – GRID-Arendal

	16:30 ~
	Closing
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